‘My end Mrs Henry F Kallsen 3

' Henry F. Kallgen wes born in Schleswlg Holsteln, Germany in 1858,
"He came Tto the United States by ship and settled near Atlantic, Ilowa:
fin 1884,here he Tarmed for ayear or two before coming to Leuel county
L Hebr, and filingon a2 homestead,seven and 2half miles northwest of Big
ESprings: in 1888, He returned to Atlantic ,Iowa for the winter and in the
ffspring returned with 2 team of horses, wagon anc eplow. His companion
LB111 Dube (some times pronounced Dewey) had flled on the gquarter just Wegt
#of NMr Kallesen,s. These two men had their possecsions shipped out from
fowva by U.P. rallroad to Big Springs. they began at once to build a
i 80d bousersan the quarter section line., each heving their bed room on

Mhelr own lend end sharing the kitch&n. Thus they brolke the praire ahd
planted their crops. Yuring these years fnna Mageline Roh (pronounced
Roy) sail from the same part of Germany to United Stateg and  workded al
Wavenport, Iowa.Lena as she was lovéngly known by her many Iriends be-
game the wife of henry Kallsen and ceme to live the sod houee on this
“homesteads Mr end ¥re' Kallsen ygpe BHOL) ~8%out. | neppy, friendly, chri- -
$8tisn peepie,who hed aheartfull of love for all mankind.

= Their elder daughter Laura was born in the =od lwouse in 1E891.
: Before their eldest son Walter was born in 1893, Fr Kallsen had built
ne of their farm and dug a
born in Oct.31l, 1895 and
e

~

‘2. frame houseabout the middle onnthe east 11
Rwell to supply wabter.here daughter Alma was
B Sons Oar¥l in 18098 and “erman:in 1991. 4s the family grew more roomes
were built to the house,,a porch with colonal trim and lattice banaster
" About a mile and helf north of the hallsen home was the church of th
thelr Faith, 8 German Luthern. Mr Kallsen was a charter member, and
Relped build this ehurch. It wes a white frame buillding with' a row of
ndows on the east and west,in entrance door to the South adorned with %
8 tall steeple,anddtipped with a cross pointing to the heavens. %
" the church vard comtained @ burial ground to the west, this being all i
§ fenced 1in, ageirst the cattle of the free range. A row of hitching posfs &
~in front of the church is where the teames of horses,and saddle ponys
were tied during the services.
. Laurs remembers of the family belng on their wey to church they were
¢ met with a swarm of grasshoppers, the father turned the team around an
for home, auickly pilling up manure with a lot of straw_ and setting it
‘s fire to0 either burn the hoppers wings or esmoke drive them esway from t
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elir cropes '

~ Laura also remembers attending school in a sod school house on the
fisouth east corner of section five, school was alco held in the Kellsen . %
i~ nome, Tor thelr own ehilaren &nd neighborhodd children & few months out &
'{ out of the year.Laura decided che wanted to become a teacher, so when 4
it the short term ended in the gountry sche come to Ziz Springe school for
i{ the rest of their term,boarding with Femie <immerman. Leter a white frowms
i{school houre was built near the the church,wnich provided education for é
éthe-children of that community for many years.Some children walked 2 or o
'3 miles carring their dinner in asyrup pail, others rode & horse end if B
ipossible some drove a team hitch to aspring wagon,even bobsleighes were :
Flused to get to school: when the ground insisted to stay covered with snhow
ngn‘later years the :school district proviced sbarn on the gchool yard f
‘%ﬂbr“the horses. School houses were heated with a potbellied stove in the
ticenter of the room. Fire wag kindled each morning ay teacher,some times

. B
‘the school house wes starting to get warm by the the pupils arrived, and . §
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i gome times the wore their coats untill noon before the room weas warm
. enouBh,many & child would stand to close to the heaterﬂandricgffﬁg theiY
‘clothing.Coal was used for fuel.apdtecorncobs or wWood 20X kin Y

T : :
;43 erms of school were from 5 to 7 month, Older children Came after the o

ro
tg:m?ero gathered ,sometime they only attended only 3 month of the




when Laura was a young lady and teaching school,she and a neighbor
?‘friendname Zimmerman attende& a teachers' institute at Bridge Port,Nebr.
Uvon their return home they saw that the whole éorth table was black. :
9 M WC/ & el Mi//ﬁ'/ .&WMWU.L )
A man named Ruby ,lived where elmént Splitter livesnow,had set a remain-

 ing straw stack on fire,a gstrong March came up and fanned the sparks to

the dry prairie,burning every thing in it's path untill 1t reached the
},gorth river befor it stopped. This fire destroyed Kallsens' barn and all
smaller buildings,their house was saved with the help of neighbors bring-
_ingwater and helpingkeep the building wet.Alto many neighbors had taken
their ovm house hold belongings to thelr caves or cellars ,incase the
- wind should change,and take over their farm dewelllngs.
: This was about the time Rev,PotritzlLuthern Minister) came to Deuel 6o
. He said I have seen a White Easter and a Green Easter,but never a black
Esster untill.I look at this.
Mr. Kallsen had bought insurance on his bullding bht the agent had'nt
turned 1t into the company yet.So no insurance could be collected.
Mre Kallen Served the community as a midwife, many bables were born
and cared for under her suppervision the first week of their lives.
Mr And Mrs Kallen Loved people,On Sundays After church he was always
inviting people to stop and have dinner with them,.Sometimes that got to

guite 2 crowd.But there always seemed to be room for one more pgason.
Laura waeg merried in Uec 1910 tp %ib&%am Mohr at the 1little “utherm

country church, Every one 1inthe congération was there to the wedding.
 Mr And Mrs Hohr were taken to the train that evening ina spring wagon
on their way totheim:.new home at Avoca Iowa,
Walter Married Meta Dehning: Alma married Eddie Dehning and @Garl never
married, Herman married Ruth525¢¢wdand they now own the land home
steaded by his father and built a nice modern country home.
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By Katherine Southard., 1967




